PERSONALITY.

"X7ARIOUS have been the views propounded concerning
V  human personality, its nature and destiny. Brah-
manism, Jainism, Christianity and Islam, which are the lead-
ing animistic faiths of the world, teach that a man's person-
ality or self is his soul (^tman^pitdgala^pneuma^syche)^ which
enters the body at birth and quits it at death. The soul, it
is said, forms the invisible, immaterial ego, which, knowing
itself as 'I,' remains the same amidst all that is changeable.
It is the recipient of knowledge through the five gate-way?
of sight, hearing, smell, taste and touch. It is the agent
that is active in the movements of the various motor organs.
It is the lord not only of the body but also of the mind.
Though it may not be seen by the eye, nor reached by
speech, nor apprehended by the mind, its existence has to be
perceived by faith. (< Not by speech, not by thought," says
the Kathaka Upanishad, (t not by sight is he apprehended ;

" he is," by this word, alone and in no other way is he com-
prehended. Only by him whom he chooses is he compre-
hended ; to him the affnan reveals his nature." Without a
soul there could be no immortality, and without immortality
life would not be worth living. The existence of a soul alone
could ensure to each individual the fruit of his actions ;

without a soul there could be no rewards in heaven nor
punishments in hell. Without a soul there could be no re-
compense for one's deeds by metempsychosis ; and without
transmigration how would it be possible to account for the
'differences between man and man in endowments, character,
position and fate ?

The Dharma of the Blessed One teaches that this animis-
;iic view, this belief in a permanent self or soul, is the most.
pernicious of errors, the most deceitful of illusions, which
will irretrievably mislead its victims into the deepest pit of
soirow and suffering. SatkQ,ycbdrhhti^ the belief in a tran-
scendental self, is the very first fetter which one has to cast
off before he can set his foot on the threshold of the Noble